127.   WHAT WILL BOMBAY DO?

The first bonfire of foreign cloth was lighted by me in Bombay
on 31st July. The second bonfire, of the same magnitude, was
lighted last Sunday. The 31st of July was also a Sunday.

It was Bombay which displayed generosity and upheld the
country's honour, ' completing the target for the Tilak Swaraj Fund.
Bombay has laid the foundation for swadeshi. Swadeshi and
Hindu-Muslim unity were discussed for the first time at the
mammoth meeting for satyagraha held on the Chowpatty
sands.

There are both Hindus and Muslims in Bombay; it is the
principal centre of the spirited Parsis. Bombay has worthy Guja-
ratis and, tough, mountain-bred Marathas. It has also merchant-
warriors, Memons, Bhatias, Parsis and Sindhis. The Bombay
people are enterprising. They make a fortune one moment and
lose it the next and give no thought to the matter,

Bombay has strength enough to win swaraj, if only it would
use that strength.

It is now accepted on all hands that swadeshi is the key to
swaraj.

The help of merchants and women is necessary for winning the
battle of swadeshi.

Merchants in other regions have not taken the same interest
in the swaraj movement as those in Bombay. Will they help by
sacrificing their interests? If they but think, they will see that no
sacrifice is involved, as they had no right to the profits they have
been making from foreign goods. In fact, the country has suffered
heavily through this trade. Nothing has harmed the country as
much as trade in foreign cloth. If, therefore, the merchants who
carry on this trade understand the truth, they will expiate their sin
and purify themselves. Will they overcome their greed?

And why should they not? Japan's awakening came after her
wealthy people had sacrificed their wealth and the power that
wealth brings. The strength to fight comes from self-sacrifice.
A people who can fight has learnt to fight only by sacrificing their
wealth and property. Physical strength and soul-force both pre-
suppose sacrifice of wealth*

La this movement, however, no such sacrifice is involved. When
we undertake any work after mature consideration, it involves the